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SBA, Faculty Establish
1969-70 Committees
BY MARVIN

RAY RASKIN

On November 12, 1969, at a regularly scheduled faculty meeting, Dean Walter A. Rafalko announced the
establishment of a faculty-committee system to function throughout the 1969- 70 academic year. Almost
simultaneously, Charles Adler, President of the Student Bar Association, announced the institution of a
similar committee system within the student body.
According to the Dean, the eight faculty-committees will aid the students, faculty and Board of Trustees
in regard to matters affecting all aspects of New York Law School. However, any proposals recommended
by the various committees will be the subject of review by the Dean, faculty, and Board of Trustees.
LEON SEGAN (left), attorney' for Carmen Battalla, is shown with
his client. Mr. Segan spoke to the student body recently about his
experiences as a young lawyer working on his most famous case,
'Battalla v. State:'

'Battalla' Attorney
First
Student Sar Guest Lecturer
On Tuesday afternoon, December 2, the Student Bar Association formally launched its
guest lecture program at New
York Law School with a talk
by Leon Segan, plaintiff's attorney in the 1Jatalla case.
Mr. Segan, speaking to about
one hundred students, related
his experience as a young lawyer
on the Batta/la case. The case
set the precedent for allowing
recovery solely on the grounds
of psychic injury without impact.
Paramount among his problems
was the long-fixed rule of Mitchell
v. Rochester
which
demanded actual physical contact
before recovery could be allowed.
He felt that the facts being what
they were, the sophistication of
today and the great advances
in medical science, it was time
to challenge the rule handed down
in Mitchell. After thirteen years
and six different courts, Battalla

New Jersey

v. State stands as a landmark decision in New York.
Mr. Segan felt that an opportunity to try a milestone case
is the hope of all young lawyers
and
cautioned
against
being
"swallowed up" by large legal
organizations
or corporations.
He stressed the ideas of guarding
against subjugation and of students aiming towards their own
creativity. He concluded by reminding the audience that while
one must have "bread," a case
like Battalla
presents great
satisfaction.
The monetary reward might be small or nonexistent, but the experience received cannot be gained in law
school, books, nor from employers.
A question and answer period
followed after which Professcr
Koffler
thanked Mr. Segan,
Charles Adler, SBA President,
asked the students for their help
and ideas concerning the guest
lecture program.

Alumni Honor

On Friday, November 21, the
New Jersey Chapter on the New
York Law School Alumni Association held a cocktail party
honoring Dean Rafalko. The party

Fraternity, Law Firm

Sponsor Dinner
Phi Delta Phi Fraternity and
the law firm of Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, Palmer & Wood,
jointly sponsored a dinner symposium on October 30, at the
Seventh Regiment Armory, on
64th Street and Park Ave.
Sanford Garelick, former Chief
Inspector of the N. Y.C. Police
Department
and City Council
President-elect,
addressed the
dinner attendants.
Mr. Garelick stated that he did
not believe that increasing the
number of police in the city
would solve the crime problem.
"One cop for every criminal
would not be a solution,"
he
said." Rather, reform must first
be initiated in the outdated court
system and in the archaic penal
institutions. Justice and rehabilitation must be the end and aim
of these institutions."

The SBA is currently soliciting
membership for its nine committees. The name of each is
posted on the SBA bulletin board
in the main lobby of the law
school building. Students may
sign their name and class to
join one or more committees
in which they desire to participate.
Mr. Adler indicated that "there
will be unlimited rnembez-shfp
on each committee. The more
students who actively participate,
the more effective the respective
committees will be."
The members
of the facultycommittees are:
--Curriculum
Committee: Joseph Koffler, Chairman; Louis
E. Schwartz and John R. Dugan.
--Library
Committee:
Milton
Silverman, Chairman;
Andrew
Simak and Cyril C. Means, Jr.
--Programs Committee: Andrew
Sirnak, Chairman; Vincent LoLordo and Sylvia E. Kelman.
--Rank and Tenure Committee:
Dean Rafalko, Chairman; Joseph
Koffler and Franklyn C. Setaro.
--Planning Committee: Dean Rafalko, Chairman; Vincent LoLordo and Louis E. Schwartz.
--Academic
Status Committee:
Dean Rafalko, Chairman; John
R. Dugan and Joseph Koffler.
--Rules Committee: Joseph Lee,

Chairman; Cyril C. Means, Jr.
and Franklyn Setaro.
In addition, the Dean created
a Faculty-Student
Committee
that will have jurisdiction
to
consider
all matters
affecting

the law school's interest and
welfare. The Dean will be the
Chairman. Professors
Koffler,
Silverman and Means will also
be members along withMr.Harry Ostrov, an alumni representative, and three student delegates.

Professor Joseph Di Fede
Elected Civil Court Judge
Professor Joseph Di Fede, a
faculty member of New York
Law School for fourteen years,
was elected on November 8 to
a judgeship in the Civil Court
of Bronx County. He was endorsed by both the Democratic
and Liberal Parties.
The Professor was one of five
candidates running for' the two
vacancies. He won by approximately 34,000 votes.
Professor Di Fede' s political
career began one year after he
graduated from the University
of Rochester, when he was elected
to the New York State Assembly.
He served one term and then
moved to New York City, where
he became a referee in the New
York State Department of Labor.
From 1936 to 1960, he held
several positions in the Democratic Party, and in 1961 he ran

for Comptroller of New York
City with Arthur Levitt.
Professor
Di Fede has also
served as a consultant to several joint legislative committees
in the New York State AssemblyCourt Reorganization, Labor and
Industry.
The Professor graduated from
the University of Rochester a
member of Phi Beta Kappa and
Phi Sigma Iota Society, a national language honor society. In
1938, he received his L.L.B.
from St.John's University School
of Law and two years later was
awarded
his
J.S.D,
degree.
During World War Two he served
as Labor Relations Advisor to
the Allied Military Government
in Europe. After the war, he was
awarded the Medal of Freedom
by President Truman and The
Star of Solidarity, First Class,
by the Italian Government.

Dean

was conducted in the Tent Room
of the Dennis Hotel, Atlantic
City.
The Dean spoke informally on
modern trends in legaleducation
and of the developments taking
place at the law school.
The organizers of the cocktail
party, which was held in conjunction
with ·the Mid-Winter
Meeting of the New Jersey State
Bar Association, were: Mr. and
Mrs. Allan Grossman of Newark
and Mr. William H. Ingrund of
Westfield. Mr. Grossman was
formerly an Assistant Prosecutor of Essex County.
In addition to the Dean, the
New York Law School faculty
was represented by Professor
Vincent LoLordo.
Clerk to the
Bergen County Grand Jury.
Other alumni in attendance
were: Mr. Patrick, '58, and Mr.
Macher', '67, both of Atlantic
City, Mr. Arthur Borgess, '62,
of South Orange and Mr. Charles
F. Ditmar, a 1912 graduate of
the law school who is still a
practising attorney.
The next meeting of the New
Jersey Chapter will also be held
CHARLES DITMAR (left), who graduated from New York Law School in 1912, and Alan Grossman
in Atlantic City. This may coincide with the Annual Meeting of (second from left), a recent graduate, join Dean Walter A. Rafalko and Professor Vincent LoLordo at
the New Jersey Bar Association.
the November 21 meeting of the New Jersey Chapter of the New York Law School Alumni Association.
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Holidays Polarize
Student Opinion

Letters To The Editor
EQUITAS
invites its readers te write "Letters to the Editor"
on any topic relevant to the New York Law School
community.
The right to edit letters to conform
to space requirements
is reserved by Equitas. If one wishes to
remain anonymous,
he should sign the letter and then indicate that he wishes the letter to be published anony •
mously. Letters should be sent either to the Editor of EQUITAS,
New York Law School, N.Y.C., N.Y. 10013,
or deposited
in the EQUITAS
mailbox on the main floor of the law school building.

the image of the school, you,
too, improve your own image
in the community.
Again, my heartiest congratulations for discharging your
responsibilities exceedingly well
and best wishes for continued
success in the future. You and
your staff deserve a most meritorious commendation for a job
well done.

On behalf of the Faculty, Administration and Students of the
New York Law School, permit
me to congratulate you, as the
Editor-in-Chief,
the Editorial
Board, and the staff of"Equitas"
upon your first issue of the student newspaper of New York Law
School, and to officially welcome
"Equitas"
into the student orSincerely yours,
ganizations which are contributWalter A. Rafalko
ing so much toward enhancing the
Dean
image of the New York Law
School.
To the Editor:
Your publication of the newspaper is to be encouraged beAfter reading the first issue of
cause of the many useful purEquitas, I am convinced that the
poses it can serve. I can conrecent decision to publish a
ceive of no better vehicle to
jointly sponsored official student
bring together the five most
newspaper was a major step forimportant constituents of the inward in New York Law School's
stitutional community: students,
student and alumni relations.
faculty, trustees, administration
Congratulations
for a superbly
and alumni.
executed journalistic effort and
The newspaper will enable the
for the highly attractive and
students to acquire a better unprofessional layout and format.
derstanding of the policies and
I know Equitas will do much to
decisions
of the Faculty and
weld the student body, adminisBoard of Trustees. In return,
trators,
and faculty as well as
the students will be able to offer
the proud alumni into a cohesive
some constructive thinking reand responsive group. Volume 1,
garding
law school problems'
Number l, Equitas , November
which are of major concern to
3, 1969, will no doubt be the
the Faculty and the Board of
genesis of an historical docuTrustees. It will enable the alumment for which we can all be
ni to be brought up to date on
justly proud.
what is new at the Law School
Again, my congratulations
and
and it, hopefully, will engender
best wishes toJoelHarveySloma desire on the part of the alumsky and the entire editorial
. ni to up-date us on significant
board.
matters and events touching their
lives. The possibilities
one enMARIO BIAGGI,M.C.
visions can be unlimited.
Member of Congress
I feel certain that the maturity,
House of
dexterity and versatility of the
Representatives.
law student body can be counted
upon to make additional contriTo The Editor:
butions to the newspaper as a
vehicle of student expression ' I became aware recently of an
and will only be tempered by invitation to freshmen women to
an awareness
for a sense of attend a tea being held by the
genuine responsibility
to imstudent law sorority
here at
prove the image of the NewYork
school. While I am aware that
· Law School. For in improving
this may have been necessitated
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'Honor America Week'
BY JOHN HILGEMAN

To the Editor:

•
•
•
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•
•
STATIONERY & PRINTING ce., Inc.
•
•
•·
241 Church Street
New York, N.Y. 10013 ••
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by the existence of a student
fraternity at a time when there
were no women attending the
school, I object to the continuation of this system as an unnecessary form of segregation.
An organization based on professional interest should not be
divided by sex. The women, as
an extreme minority,
cannot
'compete with the larger men's
organization
and cannot offer
their members the same advantages. At the same time, the men
are depriving themselves of the
contributions to be made by outstanding women in the student
body.
May I therefore suggest that
these two organizations of similar purpose and design seek
some means of merging to form
a single organization for students who are interested in meeting their fellow students on both
a social and an academic level.
Carolyn E. Demarest
Freshman Day Student
To The Editor:
I just read Bar-Line of November 3, 1969, and feel that
you woefully lacked discretion
and showed disrespectfulness to
the entire New York Law School
faculty. Your attack was completely unwarranted.
I was trained at the Law School
by the Professors
you saw fit
to cast aspersion on and let
me tell you they were excellent
scholars who put their hearts
into teaching, and were successful at it.
It is a wholesome desire to
seek improvements but you are
wrong in blaming the Professors.
You may say that they should
do more than just teach; this
is your opinion. The fact that
t.oda)'

-i.\. i.-e

I:.a':;)'nionabie

ior

the

students to want to take an administrative part or to use your
term
"liberalizing
the educational process" does not mean
that fellows like myself who
graduated in 1960 or before and
after did not receive a liberal
education. You may scoff at this
but think a moment about how
the founding fathers you went on
to write about would feel about
Columbia's
recent
"liberalizing.''
While the First Amendment
guarantees
the right of free
speech, it is inherent that the.
word "respect" be kept in mind .
I wish to congratulate everyone
who took part in bringing about
Equitas-including you - but your
attack was a bit of a spoiler.
Yours truly,
Charles L. Mar~ondo!
A NEW IDEA FOR A NEW ERA

STARK'S
CHOP HOUSE
323 Broadway off Worth Street
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On November 3, 1969, President
Nixon addressed the nation and
appealed to the "great silent
majority" of Americans to support his Vietnam policy. A few
days later, several civic and
fraternal organizations throughout the country proposed that
November
10-17 be designated
as a week in which Americans
should express their patriotism by driving with their automobile headlights on during the
day, displaying the flag, wearing
pins "I Love America", joining
in parades, and by writing letters
to the President.
Although many of the activities
were scheduled to coincide with
the second Vietnam Moratorium
Day, unusually large numbers of
people turned out beforehand on
Veterans Day, either as participants or spectators. In Washington, D.C., Senator John Tower
of Texas addressed a crowd of
between seven and ten thousand.
In Hayward, California, ninety
thousand persons watched one of
the parades officially designated
by President Nixon's Veterans
Day Committee. In Providence,
Rhode Island, an estimated fifty
thousand heard their mayor denounce the upcoming moratorium. In New York City, between
two and three thousand joined
the march with many spectators
lining the route.
In an interview conducted at our
school, several students
expressed support of Honor America Week, while others indicated
that they did not intend to participate. Bill Mannix, a second year
student, thought that the purpose
was, "to show that not everyone
is disgusted with the government
and that they believe in the basic
underlying ideals of the government". Another student, Barry
Sar-kts i.an., concluded

th..at i.t. wG.s

the result of "a reaction and
answer to the President's plea
to back him up in his stance
and also a movement to countervail the force of the Moratorium".
Bill De Francis believed that
it was an opportunity for a balancing of opinion. "People in
the middle looked at it in the
sense that maybe not everyone
was supporting
the Moratorium". Stanley Stahl, a third year
day student, thought that, "The
only effect was to give news
coverage to the other side" •
Now that Honor America Week
is over, the question arises:
Will there be more demonstrations of this nature? Stanley Stahl
asserted that there would be
"one for every moratorium".
Barry Sarkisian thought that,
"What the President and Vice
President have said has been
made
in the interest
of the
'silent majority'."
Bill Mannix
felt that, "The movement is
just starting and that eve rytirne
there is a Moratorium there
will be a counter-demonstra:..
tion".
The
full
meaning of Honor
America Week can only be interpreted in the light of what
is to come. If such rallies continue and increase in size, then
perhaps this will be an indication that the "silent majority"
is no longer willing to be referred to as an amorphous entity. However, chances are, that
while there may be more rallies,
most of the "silent majority"
will remain what it always has
been, and that is, silent.

'Moratorium'
BY ROBERT HOFFMAN
The largest and most impressive demonstration that Washington has ever seen is now history. Hundreds of thousands of
anti-war protesters had come
on November 14 and 15 to the
nation's capital to protest against
the war in Vietnam, and to show
President Nixon that they were
not about to lower their voices.
Many New York Law School students participated in the historic
week-end.
Senior Martin Dunne was among
those in the "march against
death" that took place on Friday
night. With candles
in hand,
-thousands marched from Arlington Cemetery across Memorial
Bridge to the White House.
"It was a very cold night and
we were offered soup and coffee
along the way. Reading off the
name of a dead American soldier when I reached the White
House was a very emotional
moment," Mr. Dunne said.
Early Saturday morning it was
evident that any attempt the Administration had made to limit
the number of anti-war dissidents in Washington had notbeen
effective. The mass of protesters
came from all directions to meet
at the steps of the Capital where
the march began.
The streets
were lined with
legal marshalls, most of whom
were law students. Their job
was to keep the march as orderly as possible and to prevent
any direct clashes with the police.
Senior
Steve Edelstein, who
served as a marshall, said: "We
were stationed on Pennsylvania
Avenue between 16and17 Streets,
and if trouble occurred, we were
to get any information available
and to forward it to the New
Mobilization
Comrn.tttee
who
...,...-ould
·provide lawyers.'"~

When trouble did arise later
in the evening at the Justice
Department, the restrained actions of both the Washington police and New Mobilization Committee marshalls
prevented it
from getting unruly.
Saturday night and Sunday the
exodus from Washington took
place, with the protestor-s returning to their schools, jobs
and families throughout the nation,
It was a weekend that will
surely be remembered by many
for a long time. However, it was
difficult to determine what had
been accomplished by this mass
protest. The Attorney General
took notice only to describe it
as unpeaceful; the Vice President merely called the dissenters some names; the President
of the United States felt is was
more important to watch a football game; and young American
soldiers were still dying
in
Vietnam.

THE HOST RESTAURANT
Cocktail Lounge
115 WORTH ST. (Corner Lafayette)

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS
Cocktail

ns««:

'-

In what seemed to be an endless
stream of humanity, a tremendous feeling of comraderie pervaded the atmosphere. The type
of feeling that had been achieved
at Woodstock by the common
bond of music had been achieved
in Washington by the common
goal of peace.
Senior- Barry Gutterman, who
took
extensive
films
of the
march, said: "I was impressed
by the non-violen, attitude that
permeated the crowd. The mass
would have nothing to do with
the radical element involved."

Hor' s Doeuvres
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FROM THE EDITOR -----.._,

EDITORIALS

BAR-LINE
---------BY

Curriculum Change
For the past few years the curriculum offered at New York Law School
has remained unaltered and unresponsive
to the changing demands of the legal profession.
There is a definite lack of meaningful diversification and choice of subject
matter to fulfill the varying interests of
the students. At present, there are no true
elective courses available. There are only
options to take or not to take a given
course.
Courses offered to students must
reflect changes in the field of law. and in
our society. As law and society become
more sophisticated, there has arisen a need
for specialization. The diminishing number
of general legal practitioners is due to the
increasing demand for attorneys specializing in specific areas of the law.
It is imperative that our law school
adjust to the needs of the profession by
adopting a more responsive curriculum -one that will off er a diverse selection of
elective courses so as to enable the students to cultivate their interests and to
~tend their legal scope.
It is hoped that as a result of the
discussions now in progress between the
Faculty and Student Bar Association Curriculum Committee a progressive curriculum will be developed to 'implement the interests of the students with jhe needs of
the profession.
Finally, to assist the Committee in
their efforts, all students are urged to complete the questionnaire which will be distributed by the Student Bar Association inquiring as to what elective courses the
student body desires.

Judicial Power
Whatever the outcome of the Chicago 8 conspiracy trial, one statement can
now be made with certainty: the judicial
power exercised by Judge Hoff man was far
from being impartial or fair. Entrusting the
judicial function to one who makes no effort to temper his animosity against particular defendants not only impedes the
administration of justice but detracts from
the dignity of the judiciary.
To say that a judge should be neutral is merely a truism. But until this
basic premise of justice becomes judicial
policy, it deserves repeating.
Judge Hoffman's reprisals -- against
criminal defendants having political viewpoints at war with his own -- are clearly
an abuse of judicial power. By judicial prerogative, Judge Hoffman issued arrest warrants against the dismissed attorneys requiring them to appear before him, sentenced a defendant to four years imprisonment for criminal contempt and uttered
intimidating attacks against the defendants. Such actions patently demonstrate
Judge Hoffman's failure to impartially exercise the judicial power vested in him.
It is hoped that when the trial is
concluded, the Judicial Conference will
feel compelled to evaluate the tragedy of
Chicago. The histrionics occuring at the
Chicago 8 trial evince the need to formu-

late more effective rules respecting the
conduct of defendants and of judges who
presume to be avengers of justice.

Alumni Relations
The Alumni Dinner recently attended by both alumni and students raises
a serious thought: while a generation gap
has and probably always will exist, a communication gap must never be permitted
to exist, regardless of disparity in age,
status or position.
Yet today, there is a communications gap existing between the alumni of
New York Law School and the student
body and administration. This can be remedied. Indeed, the first steps have' already
been taken. But progress must not be mistaken for success. There still remains a
great distance to be travelled toward the
achievement of our ultimate goal.
What is necessary is the involvement of our alumni, to a greater extent
than previously, in the affairs of the student body and of the school itself.
EQUIT AS strongly urges our alumni to join the Alumni Association. For
those who are already members, EQUITAS
urges that they increase their participation
within that organization. Through the efforts of the Association, working together
with the members of the administration,
faculty and students, the basic problems
at our law school can be confronted and
eliminated. Every alumni should be responsive to the needs of the school.

'Advise and Consent'
By refusing to confirm President
Nixon's nomination of Judge Haynesworth
to the Supreme Court, the Senate implicitly confirmed its own integrity. The
Haynesworth defeat is another sharp indication of the Senate's increasing independence of Administration wishes.
In this singular and ·judicious instance of Senate power, the Senate functioned as a deliberating body. Instead of
voting mechanically and predictably along
party lines, the members deliberated with
their conscience to determine whether
Judge Haynesworth met the punctilious
ethical standards demanded of a Supreme
Court Justice.
To the Senate majority, the ethical
searchlight trained on Judge Haynesworth
revealed that his conduct did not merit his
elevation to our highest court. Ironic as it
may be, however, his criticized behavior
does not differ significantly from the conduct of various righteous-thinking senators
who screened his record and refused to
confirm him.
With the vote taken, some commendation is due to Judge Haynesworth, the
man; for weathering the torrent of public
debate and national comment. Throughout this ordeal, he stood fast on his record,
thus allowing the Senate, as the keepers of
the nation's conscience, to be the final
arbiters in accord with the constitutional
duty to "advise and consent".

JOEL HARVEY SL.OMSKY-

On July 20, 1969, the Board of Trustees adopted and promulgated rules and regulations
"for the maintenance of public
order on (the law school's) property used for educational purposes".
Since these rules and regulations" affect constitutional
rights of the students, it is imperative that we analyze and study
them now--before they are applied to any individual--before it
may be too late to cure their constitutional defects,
The passage of these rules
was an outgrowth of recent studue process.
dent disturbances at other camA recent incident-vwhich may
puses across the country. As
have been a violation of Section
sit-ins and demonstrations were
4--occurred on October 15, the
becoming a prevalent form of
day of the Vietnam Moratorium,
student expression, debate arose
when students assembled on the
as to who bears the responsibility for maintaining order on fourth floor without the Dean's
"authorization". The reason for
campuses and for punishing ofthe uncertainty as to whether
fenders.
that Section was violated is due
In New York State, this reto the vagueness of the word
sponsibility
is vested in the
"unauthorized".
If "unauthBoards of Trustees of the varorized" means "without permisious schools. (Education Law,
sion," then the students, who
Article
129-A, Section 6450).
were exercising their constituPursuant to this provision and
tional rights, were acting clearin light of recent student unly in violation of the statute. But
rest, our Board of Trustees
if it means "not wrongful or
unilaterally adopted the reguladisruptive," then their conduct
tions to cope with any future
was permissible. Without a dicontingency at our law school.
rective from the Dean or Board
The regulations are composed
of Trustees, it is impossible to
of 22 sections which seek to adetermine, at this point, whether
chieve a balance "of protecting
the activities of the students on
the rights of all students •.•••to
October 15 were in Violation of
pursue their education without
Section 4.
undue interference, while at the
Section 2 also contains standsame time safeguarding free inards so ambiguous that, if vioquiry and legitimate expression
lated, the resultant breach would
of opinion and dissent.'' In acnot be apparent even to the incordance with procedural due
dividual who believes himself
process, the regulations entitle
to be acting in the best interest
the allegedly" offending" student
of the school. Specific reference
to a written complaint listing
is made to the use of the words
the charges against him, ahear"publicize" and "unauthorized"
ing , and, in certain cases, the
in Section 2.
right to be represented by counFor example, what is an "unsel and to cross-examine witauthorized publication" of real
nesses. Other privileges are also
or personal property of the law
provided to protect the interests
school or of a faculty member?
of the individual involved.
If one discloses to the public
There are, however, certain
the
method
of Professor
obvious defects in the regulations which contravene con&t.iSchwart:z.1s efectt:ro-n.\.c
.. c ou-ct , is
tutlonal standards. For example,
he "publicizing•• in an "unausome of the sections enumerate
thorized" manner the personal
activities which are deemed to property of a faculty' member?
constitute wrongful conduct. But
Though he may be acting in the
some proscribed activities are school's behalf, he is neverthephrased in language so vague,
less violating Section 2 and is
that these "violations"
appear
therefore subjecting himself to
to suffer from overbreadth and
punishment I
lack of specificity. Section 4,
Furthermore,
Section 6 confor instance, prohibits assembly
tains another standard which is
in a classroom in an unauthorvague, to wit: "in a manner calized manner. In other words,
culated or likely to cause breach
students can only assemble in
of the peace." What does that
a classroom which has been
precisely mean?
authorized for use or occupancy
Other prominent defects exist
by the Dean or some other school
in these rules and regulations.
official. Yet, the right of stuMost likely, they stem from the
dents to peaceably assemble in
apparent eagerness of the Board
an unoccupied room in a building
to formulate and post the rules at
in which they have a vested inthe beginning of this semester.
terest ought to be constitutionThey may also arise from the
ally protected--whether
its use
failure of the Board to consult
is authorized or not.
with the students. Granted, the
If permission of the Dean is
Board being responsible for the
needed to enter a classroom in
maintenance of campus order had
order for students to assemble
a compelling interest in the adopand to express their opinions,
tion and promulgation of the regthen a prior restrainr, bordering
ulations. Nevertheless, it is subupon the power of total censormitted that the Board should have
ship, is put upon the rights of
sought. the advice of the stuassembly and free speech. As
dents-vthe group most vulnera result, though Section 4 does
able to these ambiguous, if not
contain some precise definitions
arbitrary, regulations.
of offensive conduct, it never** ***
theless lacks, in part, that de*The Rules and Regulations are
gree of precision necessary to
posted on the bulletin board in
meet the definitive standards of
the main lobby of the· law schoo~-
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My Lai, Vietnam

A New Tradition

BY CHARLES ADLER
act of war and that the great
majority of the victims were
Viet Cong guerillas and not innocent civilians."
Who is kidding who? Song My
and the other atrocities now
coming to light are not "fouls"
in an otherwise hard but clean
game.
Why is this so shocking
to those who every night watch
newsreels of American bombers
dropping napalm. Do they really
believe that the targets are trees?
What do they think happens to a
human being when flaming napalm solders itself to his flesh?
Perhaps the greater shame is
that we will now try and probably convict the few soldiers
involved, and all will rejoice
in absolution. We, too, can be
reconsecrated like the Arian
angels.
We have built what is likely
to be the most efficient, well
financed,
brainwashing organization since the end of the war
to end all wars. It takes our
young minds and trains them
to hate. It arou_ses every hostile/
angry, anti-social feeling within
them. It teaches them to worship strength and brutality. It
punishes any manifestation of
individual thought until they are
only gears,
moved by other
gears,
m an incomprehendingly vast machine. They are
made to march and march and

During the last few weeks we
have been inundated by reports
of the massacre of Song My. We
have been repeatedly told that
this tragedy has shocked the
American conscience and forever blighted our national reputation. I wish I too could be
stunned, but I'm afraid that the
last thousand or so 6:00 P.M.
newscasts have prepared me all
too well.
Typical responses from Congressmen and Senators who were
shown color pictures of the aftermath at Song My ranged from
"shocked"
to "sickened".
Several had to leave during the
showing of the slides after becoming physically ill. As callous as it might seem, I have
no sympathy for these conference room casualties.
1 also find little solace from
my share of the American guilt
in Secretary Laird's statement
to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee that "The Nixon Administration is determined to
ensure absolute compliance ••••
with the laws of war."
Saigon seemed equally disappointed with this firmly apologetic stance (so typically Uncle
Sam) but for different reasons.
In an official statement the South
Vietnamese
Government
said
that "the incident was a normal

.1...-------------
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whipped into a frenzy yelling,
"Kill I, killl kill!" All reality is
removed and the whole military
society is reduced to the level
of a game. There are colorful
medals and ribbons, buttons and
buckles, salutes, customs, army
slang, jokes, stories, drums and
bugles. How else could these
boys be promoted to fighting
and killing and dying for some
vague national policy which even
the formulators cannot agree
upon?
I am too numb to be "shocked"
or "sickened.'' I can only shake
my already bowed head as I
read the details recounted by a
Song My survivor as he speaks
for the now and ever silent
majority of those .who once lived
there.

FRATERNITY PRESIDENT

PHI DELTA PHI
BY KENNETH ZEBROWSKI
The subject of this column is
motivated by a letter to the
editor of EQUITAS, which is
prrnrecrrn this issue, from Mtss
Carolyn E. Demarest, a freshman day student. Her letter is
directed
against the existence
of both a fraternity and a sorority at the law school. She
describes
them as a needless
duplication. Perhaps a merger
of the two organizations would
be to their own, and to the
student body's advantage. Before stating my views, I would
like to give a brief review of
the background of the matter
which Miss Demarest is raising.
This past September I attended
a PHI DELTA PHI Convention at
Ann Arbor, Michigan, as the
representative from Dwight Inn.
The purpose of these biennial
conventions is to have the delegates from all the chapters
formulate policy and provide direction for the Executive Council.
One of the proposals presented
to the delegates was that the
Fraternity
Constitution
be amended by deleting the word
"male"
from the membership
requirements.
This amendment
was defeated.
I have been informed that the
Executive leadership
of PHI
DELTA DELTA legal sorority
has taken a similar
position ·
against national affiliation. Because of these facts, it is not
possible for the two organizations at New York Law School
to merge as Miss Demarest
suggests. The local chapters of
both organizations have no discretion to contravene the policy
established by the national councils.
My own position on this question is simple. 1 am fundamentally and diametrically opposed
to any discrimination
on the
basis of sex. When the proposal
to admit women into PHIDELTA
PHI was brought up at the convention, the main argument against their admission was that
the Fraternity had a tradition
of a hundred years as an all
male organization. To admit women now would be to change its
basic character
as a fraternal
organization, which would be to
the detriment
of PHI DELTA
PHI.
My feeling is that such reason-

ing is completely fallacious. Women have been emancipated in
all civil societies and female
equaliry

is

a recognized facr.

An organization must adapt and
change with the times to remain
viable. Arguments against female membership which might
have some merit as regards a
social organization of the college
fraternity type, have no application to a professional organization.
PHI DELTA PHI is primarily
a professional organization, not
a social one. The preamble to
the PHI DELTA PHI Constitution, which states the basic intent of the organization as conceived by its founders, reads,
"We, the undersigned students
of the law department of the
University of Michigan, in order
to promote a higher standard
of professional ethics and culture in this and other law schools
and in the profession at large ••••"
These
words contain nothing
which should preclude the membership of women into the organization.
The legal profession has women
throughout its structure.
They
make significant contributions
to the profession at large, in
all its phases of activity. There
is no logical, valid reason for
excluding women from an organization which professes as
its basic reason for existence
the improvement
of the legal
profession.
Any organization depends upon
the industriousness and enthusiasm of its members for its
success.
It just is not good
sense to reject motivated individuals,
willing to contribute
their time and efforts, solely
on the basis of sex. The Fraternity should strive to make
a meaningful contribution to the
scholastic experience of the entire student body. The concept
of a fraternal organization is
in reality one of common purpose and interest. The idea of
brotherhood is intended to symbolize this sought after close
relationship, in a common effort, and not a priori to preclude female participation.
When the vote was taken on
female membership at the PHI
DELTA PHI Convention, it was
defeated. The rules of procedure
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were offered by the Council on
the first day of the convention.
A majority of the delegates
voted for the amendment that
women be admired to PHI
DELTA PHI. However, a procedural snag prevented its passage. I believe that at the next
convention such a procedural
problem will be anticipated and
overcome. In the meantime, a
merger of PHI DELTA PHI and
PHI DELTA DELTA is impossible.
I am impressed, though, by
the potential benefit to the two
organizations and to the student
body through a formal affiliation and association which could
be effected at New York Law
School. Such a combination, rather than duplication, of effort and
enthusiasm - similar to the cooperation which exists between
the Fraternity and the Student
Bar Association - could only be
of benefit to all concerned.

It is very satisfying to see
so many students involved in
student activities here at New
York Law School. Undoubtedly,
it will elevate the prestige of
the school and perhaps develop
a tradition that will cement
closer ties between students and
alumni. After all, if one can get
something out of his law school
experience-besides
what is necessary to pass a bar exam, he
is richer for it and will look
back on his law school years
with warm memories and perhaps a generous pocket book.
I am especially pleased at the
number of students signing up
to work on the various committees established and organized
by the Student Bar Association.
It is only through repeated successes at the committee level
that the Student Bar Association
will flourish and perpetuate itself. SBA can only be as great
as the students themselves make
it.
One committee, established by
the SBA, is the Law Student
Division committee, which will
be composed of volunteer members and the Law Student Division
Representative. lts primary purpose will be to help achieve
greater stature for New York
Law School in the American Bar
Association, Law Student Division, and to submit articles
for publication in the Student
Lawyer Journal which is read
by law students: throughout the
United States: The Law Student
Division Committee will also
endeavor to see a student from
New York Law School elevated
to a National Office in the near
future. Finally, it will assist
the Law Student Division Representative in acting as liaison
between New York Law School
and the American Bar Association, Law Student Division.
Presently, it seem that seniors
are showing the greatest interest
in this committee. This is good
if it is a genuine enthusiasm,
and not one for the mere purpose
of putting something· down on a
resume. However, it seems to
me that if any committee is going

BY ANTHONY RIGGIO
to become a viable student endeavor, it needs first and second
year students to insure its survivorship.
If you are one of those students
wanting to build a tradition at New
York Law School, do it now!
Do not wait until you are an
alumnus. ·Then, it is too late.
As Law StudentDivision Representative, it is incumbent upon
me to solicit membership in the
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American Bar Association, Law
Student Division. As of October
1969, there are 160 members of
the American Bar Association,
Law Student Division from our
school out of an estimated 470
students. This is approximately
one third membership, a good
proportion
in comparison
to
other schools, but it is still lower
than the 100% per cent anticipated
when I was elected to the position
of Law Student Division Representative.
If this school is going to be in
the vanguard of law schools, it
needs much student support. It
behooves all of us, therefore, to
become members of a National
Organization that will assist us
academically,
socially, financially and professtonally.
Incidentally,
ponder the fact
that if one is a member of the
Law Student Division, while a
student, he will automatically
become a member of the American Bar Association when he
passes the local bar examination.
So, if you have been meaning to
join but have not, why are you
waiting?

law Schools
For11 Consortium
1%

Less than
of the nation's
lawyers are Negroes, although
Negroes constitute more than 11%
of our population.
Legal aid,
neighborhood
law offices
and
other agencies greatly need additional Negro and Puerto Rican
lawyers.
NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL has
joined with the four other law
schools which conduct evening
as well as daytime classes in
the metropolitan area to increase
the number of disadvantaged men
and women who study law.
The American Bar Association,
the Association of American Law
Schools and other agencies have
set up the Council on Legal Education Opportunity ("CLEO").
But college graduates who have
children or dependent parents,
younger
brothers
and sisters
often find it necessary to study

law at night, while holding down
a job in the daytime. They need
tuition scholarships and books,
whose annual cost is $1,000 to
$1,500 a year, depending upon
the law school attended, To encourage those with dependents
to study law at night, each school
is granting five tuition scholarships.
Judge Froessel is a member of
the committee soliciting scholarship contributions. Other members
include Herman Badillo,
Senator Jacob K. J avits, Roy
Wilkins, and Whitney Young. The
chairman of the committee is
Harold P. Seligson, former director
of the Practising
Law
Institute.
Professor Joseph Koffler is our
school's representative on the
Consortium of Metropolitan Law
Schools.
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Special lntervie~

Judge Froessel E-xpounds On Issues:
From Ethics To Class Attendance
As a lawyer, judge, educator and prominent citizen of New York
State, Charles Froessel has been dedicated to his alma mater, New
York Law School, longer than any other graduate, while serving the ·
school in many capacities throughout the years, judge Froessel has
been a prominent jurist. His first appointment to the bench was in
1937, after serving as a Special Assistant to the United States
Attorney General by appointment of President Roosevelt, In 1950
he was elected to the New York State Court of Appeals on w_hich he
served until his retirement in 1963. As Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, judge Froessel is active in bringing a new direction to
our law school. EQUITAS' Editor, Joel Slornsky; conducted this
interview with the Judge.

~_....~..._~..._~..._~..._~..._~,....~~..._~..._~..._~..._~_....~..._~..._e
MR. SLOMSKY: With the advent of the new Student Bar Association, EQU/TAS, and other
student organizations, the students' role at New York Law
School appears to be changing.
What role do you feel students
and student organizations ought
to play at a law school?

to his judicial salary, or should
he be allowed to engage in other
income-producing ventures at
the time he is a member of the
bench?
JUDGE FROESSEL: I firmly believe the Judges should set the
highest standards. Perhaps I can
best answer that question out of
my own experience. In the first
place, the salaries
of Judges
nowadays are so much better than
they were two or more decades
ago, that I see no reason why
they need to engage in additional

JUDGE FROESSEL: Of course,
I am all forAs the Student Bar
Association.
a matter of fact,
I authorized it well over a year
ago, and the activity of the
students since that time has only
confirmed my confidence in them.
As to their role at the Law School,
I should Jik~ to emphasize first
that the most important thing is
for them to think about themselves. They are making a heavy
investment and giving up three
or four of the most precious
years of their lives in order to
pr"eipare for a career, and therefore it is only natural that they ~,-.
should think of getting the most
out of Pie education offered here.
Of course,
they are not "in a
vacuum.
The
administration
wants their loyalty, their cooperation, their proposals and their
suggestions. My own experience
with the young has convinced me
that they can_very often be most
JUDGE FROESSEL
helpful to thctr seniors in new
and refreshing ideas, and when
activities for pay. When I went
good and reasonable, they should
be adopted. The first issue of to the Court of Appeals, I was
our newspaper was excellent and required to submit an affidavit
is a credit not only to your stulisting my investments and whendents, but to the Law School. We
ever a case appeared on the
want
your
participation
but calendar involving a corporation
in which I may have held stock,
caution you to remember not to
I would announce the fact to the
overexercise in extra curricula
Chief Judge, and he would inform
affairs so that you neglect your
the lawyers that one of the Judges
own welfare.
owned some shares of stock in
MR. SLOMSKY:Recently there a corporation that may be inhas been much controversy over volved in the case. These were
judicial ethics, especially on our; all giant corporations in which
high courts. As a former mem- the holding of a few shares of
ber of the New York State Court
stock meant absolutely nothing.
of Appeals, one of the most re- Notwithstanding that, the lawyers
spected courts in this country
were informed and invariably,
do you feel that a judges· in- without a single exception, the
come should be limited strictly
lawyers would immediately de0
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cl~re that they had no objection.
Thus, there was full disclosure
in that respect.
1 have done a great deal of
speaking before Bar Associations, fraternal groups, the Boy
Scout and other char-acte r-bufldIng organizations, and have never
once taken a fee from any of
them. I felt that I was usually
asked to come because I happened
to have some public status, and
since the public gave me that
status, I saw no reason to charge
for making an address. I make
this personal reference only to
illustrate how I feel about this
subject.

I might add that because a
lawyer has been successful in
his own practice and has been
able to lay aside some funds
for his future, doesn't disqualify
him from service on the bench.
On the contrary, if he is successful as a practising lawyer,
he should make a better judge.
It is not to be expected that a
person will place his reserve
funds in a safe deposit box or
hide his talent in the earth.
He will naturally and properly
seek some form of investment;
it may be in a bank or in one
of our many American corporations. I certainly can see no
objections to this because his
interest in most cases would
be infinitesimal. When a conflict
does arise,
even though his
interest is minor, full disclosure
should be made, and where his
interest is more than infinitesimal, he should disqualify himself.
Of course, 1 do not believe that
a Judge should have any part in
the operation or administration
of a private corporation for
profit.

MR. SLOMSKY: Many students
are concerned about the attendance requirements at our law
school. They express the feeling
that they are mature enough to
determine whether or not to at-:
tend class and point to the fact
that other schools have no such
requirements. How do you feel
about this?

MOOT COURT TEAM: JamesWilliams (left), Michael Tannenbaum
(center), and Michael Katsorhis represented New York Law School
in the Metropolitan Moot Court Competition.
feel that they do not need class
attendance, with the result aforesaid. Success
is the fruit of
intelligent labor, not indolence.
The best tool of education is
classroom instruction.

MK SL OMSK Y: In the past
year the Board of Trustees took
the progressive step of affiliating our law school with Pace
College, What other activities
has the Board of Trustees planned and what role do you foresee the Board playing in the
development of our future academic growth?
JUDGE FROESSEL: We are now
entering our
79th year. The
American Bar Association has
for some time recommended our
affiliation with a college or university, as most law schools
are. Pace College is on the way
to securing university status.
They have made tremendous progress in the last decade or more,
and we believe that the affiliation
will be mutually beneficial. When
the Vietnam War is ended I am
of the opinion that the law schools
will be flooded with applicants,
as was the case after World War
ll. Looking forward to that time,
we acquired a building very close
to our present building, to
provide for future expansion. We
will require a larger faculty and
we would like to see brilliant
young scholars joining our teaching staff. With a proud background, strong alumni association, an enthusiastic bar association, and dedication on the
part of all of us, I can foresee
a very glorious future for New
York Law School.

MK
SLOMSK Y: Currently,
many attorneys and law students working together are
greatly involved in controversial
issues such as the urban crisis,
Vietnam and racism, some of
which are related to the law

JUDGE FROESSE L: Lawyers are
just like other people. They have
differences of opinion, just as
exists among people generally
in the kind of controversial issues you mention. After spending
close to 30 years on the bench,
I have thoroughly learned that
there are usually two sides to
everything.
In a democracy,
these two sides should have the
right to express themselves,and
so long as that expression,
whether it is for or against a
specific controversial issue, is
non-violent and non-destructive,
1 think it is healthy. Whether
we agree or not upon aparticular
issue, ·we must have respect for
the right of those who disagree
with us to express themselves.
We hear a great deal about the
problems of the young of today.
You will find that Socrates and
Plato said the same things about
the youth of their generation.
In a free society, we shall solve
these controversies and &_o on
only to find new ,one~. This.. i~
the way of progress in a civfltzed
society.
Speaking more specifically,
I
think it is the duty of a lawyer,
and he. can begin that as a law
student, to become part of his
community
and to share his
talents with his community. A
great many men in public life
have done that very thing in the
past and it has helped in their
success. Nowadays, the need is
1!1ore c ritlcal and I firmly believe that every law student and
every lawyer should give something of himself and his talents
to the betterment of the conditions of the underprivileged in
the areas in which he moves.

Continued On Page Eight
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JUDGE FROESSEL: l justcannot
conceive how the student feels
that he can study law without
attendance at classes, unless he
chooses
to follow the oldfashioned way of studying law in
a law office. With the complexity
of law in our times, a law school
education is really essential. One
cannot study law on horseback
or by inspiration. He must first
have a sense of direction which
is given to him by his teachers,
who analyze the cases and the
problems and set the student -on
his course. He then studies the
cases, concentrates
upon them
so that he can remember what
they stand for, and this cannot
be adequately done without attendance at classes.
Why is it that in the July 1969
bar examinations,
83-1/3% of
our night school students passed
the bar on the first try, whereas
the percentage of success of
the day students was somewhat
lower. Two years ago, an entire
night class, without exception,
passed the bar examination at
the first try. These students
come to class, attend faithfully,
and still find time to study after
working hours. They are truly
dedicated.
I am inclined to
believe that some of our day
students believe in taking it easy;
some are over-confident, and

only tangentially, What do you
think about this present trend
among some members of our
profession?
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West Publishes Hornbook

Joseph T. Arenson:

Sy Koffler

Adjunct Professor of law
BY BRUCE PITMAN

Mrs. Yvonne Mulry of the West
Publishing Company recently announced the publication of West's
latest Ho rnbook, "Common Law
Pleading/ by Joseph H. Koffler
and the late Alison Reppy.

This is the first in a series of articles on the adjunct professors of law teaching at our law school. Our purpose is to acquaint
students and alumni with our faculty.

**********

Since 1948, Professor
Joseph T. Arenson has been a lecturer
and Adjunct Professor of Law at New York Law S~hool. Presently,
Professor
Arenson teaches Wills and Decedents Estates and is
acknowledged throughout the state to be one of the foremost practitioners
and authorities
in this field. In the· past, he has also
taught a course in Surrogate's Court Practice and Procedure.
Mr. Arenson's career bears a
field is able to realize his own
close resemblance to the Horatio
needs while also fulfilling his
Alger tradition. He began as a
desire to help others."
clerk in a law office. Working
Professor Arenson has a vital
days in order to secure sufficonception of the lawyer's role
cient
funds for tuition, he
in society. He believes the lawyer
attended evening high school,
must help affect change-"where
college .and law school. Upon his
change is needed; shape the world
graduation from Brooklyn Law
when it needs shaping; and be a
School, Professor
Arenson setechnician when a technician's
cured the position of clerk in
skills are needed". He quoted
the office of Joseph A. Cox.
a statement on the lawyer in
After being admitted to the bar,
society by Professor Charles A.
he joined with his former empReich: "In a society where law
loyer in forming the law firm of
is a primary force, the lawyer
Cox and Arenson.
must be a primary, not a secWhen Mr. Cox subsequently beondary being."
came a judge of the New York
Professor Arenson has written
State Supreme Court, Professor
for various legal periodicals. His
Arenson
succeeded
him as
articles published include "The
Counsel to the Public AdminisDoctrine of Undue Influence in
trator of New York County. SevAnglo-American
Law", "Intereral
years
thereafter,
he
national Problems in the Adminreturned to school and received
istration of Estates", and "The
his doctorate from Leiden UniRight of Election Under 5-1.l of
versity in the Netherlands.
the EPTL".
He is also a coWhen asked how he would comauthor of a book soon to be
pare the students of today with
published,
"New York Civil
those with whom he attended law
Practice--Surrogate's
Court
school,
Professor
Arenson
Procedure Act".
stated that "although students of
In addition to the requests he
today want a legal education,
receives to write articles, Proftheir perspective has changed
essor Arenson is also in demand
from a future solely in the pracas a lecturer. He has spoken
tice of law, either private or
before the American Bar Associgovernmental, to a future and a
ation and
other
professional
need to be part of the sociologassociations
throughout
the
ical movement toward bettering
state. He was a guest lecturer
the lives of others". Moreover,
of the Practicing Law Institute
he believes the current student
and has also lectured at various
to be better informed about the
la~ schools in the United States.
activities outside his community,
Along with his responsibilities
due in part to the media of
as a practising lawyer, author
re.1£>\JisiDb and radio.
and lecturer, Professor Arenson
Professor 'Arenson attributes.
finds time to participate in the
the change in the attitudes of
students to the upheavel occurcommunity and legal organiring within our society during
zations. He is a former Presithe past decade.
dent of the Consular Law Soci"Although graduates still tend
ety, former Vice-President
of
to practice
law," he stated,
the Federal Bar Association and
"their concept of their role has
former Research Counsel to the
shifted towards sociologicallyState Commission on Estates.
oriented positions. Years ago,
Presently, he is a director of
with the lack of funds, there
the New York County Lawyers
was little demand for lawyers
Association and Chairman of the
in these areas. By municipal,
Surrogate's
Court
Lawyers
state and federal governments
Committee of the Federation of
making available large amounts
Jewish Philanthropies and the
of capital to aid the underprivUnited Jewish Appeal.
ileged, the situation has changed.
According to Professor ArenToday, a lawyer practising in this
son, the best manner of teaching •

Professor Reppy was a former
Dean of New York Law School.
Professor Joseph Koffler has
been teaching at our law school

and Reppy
for many years.
The West Publishing Company
has already distributed the new
book to Law School Faculty Mern-.
bers. In a letter to Dean Rafalko,
Mr. Mulry wrote that West was
"confident that this scholarly new
Hornbook will merit recommendation to your students for collateral reading and reference
purposes."

Placement Service Organized Al NYLS

JOSEPH T. ARE;NSON
law is the case method combined
with intensive
discussion. He
feels that a recognition of the
legal principles in the case and
their application
to the facts
should be stressed, rather than
the mere theory involved in arriving at the case decision. Though
he is aware ·that the law is
constantly
changing and that
cases must be analyzed in relation to this change, he noted
that some courses lend themselves to theoretical discussion,
while the majority
of others
deal with strict legal principles,
which tend to be absolute in
form, and not adaptable to long
debate.
Finally, one pleasure of Professor Arenson is in meeting
former
students
and hearing
about their careers in the law.
He .takes pride in the achievements of our graduates and points
out that within the last fifteen
years several former students
have succeeded to the bench as
justices of the New York State
Supreme Court and judges of
the local Civil and Criminal
Courts; one has even been elected to the House of Representatives, and several are presently serving as members of
the State Legislature.
Many
others who once enjoyed the
privilege of Professor Arenson's
tutelage have since assumed responsible positions in the city,
state and federal governments.

Missing?
A feature story on the Board
of Trustees of New York Law
School was supposed to appear
in this issue of EQUIT AS. However, information on some members arrived after the deadline
date. The story will appear in
our next issue.

After
answering
the first
question - What am I doing here?
the next question is usually: What
will I do after I get out of here?
New York Law School students
have been confronted with this
latter question for years, but
finally a service has been organized that may facilitate an
answer.
Through the efforts of Dean
Rafalko, who organized a successful placement service at Duquesne, and the Student Bar Association Placement Committee,
headed by Mike Katshoris, the
Placement Service is now functioning. Its main objective is to
assist third year students in obtaining jobs upon graduation, as
well as in placing first and second
year students in summer positions. The Service also hopes to
obtain jobs for students in the
fall of 1970.
The Service operates by means
of student applications. Through
them, Service Counsellors discover areas of student interest
in the legal profession. In addition, feelers are sent to alumni, as well as to federal,
state, and city agencies; to obtain information on positions a-

Congratulations
To
Michael Tannenbaum
On ~is
Marriage
To The Former
Sandra Levine
November 22, 1969

val lable, Interviews are then set
up between interested students
and prospective employers.
The Placement Service, in securing positions for students, is
attempting to bring the alumni
in closer contact with the student
body. The successful functioning
of the organization c!epends upon
a positive response from both
students and alumni.
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0 n Auto
Insurance
For real auto insurance
savings, call Nationwide
and sec ... the company
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...

company with 11ct1·
idea, /or •I 1u·11· era.' Call:
IRWIN D. SCHNURMAN
,dH.'

2260 Flatbush
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Brooklyn,
New York 1123-1
Phone: (212) 252-2233
••••••
(516) 368-6-105

n
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. . :-::3.' Home Office:

Colurnb o s , Ohio

NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL PLACEMENT OFFICE
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE LEGAL COMMUNITY:·
New York Law School has recently reorganized its Placement Office. It is
our desire to assist in every way possible employers seeking law school graduates and experienced attorneys.

M©NY
MUTUAL

OF

NEW

YORK

LIFE, HEAL TH & PENSIONS
MUTUAL FUNDS

s. YALKUT

ARLEN
(3-lE

S.B.A.

REP.)

1790 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019
265- 1200
RES: CY 3-6955

The new Placement Office is equipped with facilities for interviewing students and with personnel devoted exlusively to the arrangement of these
interviews. Our personnel are endeavoring to accomodate all prospective
employers with a maximum of comfort and convenience.
Interviews may be held at the Law School, 57 Worth Street, Placement
Office, Monday through Friday, day and evening, beginning January 5, 1970.
All holidays and recesses are unavailable for interviewing, as students are out
of the city or reviewing for examinations.
On the other hand, many firms and corporations prefer to conduct interviews at their own offices rather than at the Law School. In such instances
it is the practice to inform the Placement Office of these in~erviewing plans,
at an early date in order that qualified applicants may be screened and referred to them.
We trust that you will use the service of the Placement Office. If we may be
of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at (212) 9663500 ext. 41, or write to: Placement Office, New York Law School, 57
Worth Street, New York, N.Y. 10013.
For your convenience, The New York Law School Calendar is as follows:
January 26
February 2
March 27
May 29

Monday, Fall Term ends
Monday, Spring Term begins
Friday, Good Friday, holiday
Friday, Spring Term ends

r
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Tax Savings

BY LESTER A. MARKS
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MR.SLOMSKY: Judge Froessel,
as a major force behind New
Yark Law School in your capacity as Chairman of the Board of
Trustees and as a former Acting
Dean, do you have any other
thoughts that you would like to
convey to the students, faculty
and alumni at this time?

Correction?
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LEROY'S REST AU RANT
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Thus, without averaging, the '68 tax on $76000
(including the surcharge) wouldhave been $33347.
Averaging saves $12986 I
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for a Juris Doctorate Degree. [ ]

I would like an application

for membership in the Alumni Association. [ ]
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STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION
NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL
57 Worth Street
New York, New York 10013

I would like an application
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New Yo~k Law School
57 Worth Street
_
New York, New York 10013
(address correction requested)
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CENTS Lunch

Choice of Sandwich

100% now being utilized, be deductible from ordChoice of
inary income, subject to the maximum $1,000 in •
Delicious Dessert
any.year,
~
At this writing, the bill has not~f!t~en passed.
A
°"'"'-,.,.
But, as the above discusse~orm
measures
~
...r-,.. _. "·( 1
affect the interests and income-o~dividtf~'~~~,,_,
'
,( CC CC CC CC
taxpayer, it is hoped the bi~-sfiortfy ifecifme
\ \ '
~

In order to receive an application for your "JURIS DOCTORATE
membership in the Alumni Association, please fill out this form.

1 ... -

whom have risen to the highest
positions in government and busirless life. We have set them on
their
careers
and they, too,
should recognize the debt they
owe to their alma mater, for the
tuition fees alone are never sufficient. With a devoted student
body, faculty, alumni and administration, the future of New
York Law School knows no
-bounds.

Continued From Page Six

The Income-Averaging Method permits a portion
of an unusually large amount of taxable income to
be taxed in lower brackets, thereby resulting in
a reduction of the over-all tax burden. The rules
and regulations governing the income-averaging
method are to be found in sections 1301-1305 of
the Internal Revenue Code.
To be eligible for the benefits of the averaging
MR. SLOMSKY: Thank you ,
JUDGE FROESSEL: I think your
provisions, the taxpayer must either be a citizen
questions
have .covered
the
Judge.
or resident of the U.S. during the computation
ground quite well, though of
year. A nonresident alien does not qualify. This
course we could go onendlessly.
method is only available to individuals. Thus,
The purpose of our Law School
corporations,
estates and trusts cannot qualify.
is to educate young men and
Furthermore, income averaging cannot be used
women to become good Iawyers ,
upon whom the public may rightby "new taxpayers",
that is, those who have
fully depend. Without student corecently joined the taxpaying ranks.
operation, both they and we must
Generally,
a taxpayer must provide 50% or
fail. A good faculty is imperative
more of his own support in order to qualify
and they must recognize that the
for averaging. This is to prevent the accrual
of averaging advantages to high school and college
students are entitled to their
graduates whose incomes tend to fluctuate upon
dedication beyond the mere perbeginning their first full-time job after graduaiod of the lecture hours. We are
proud of our alumni, . many of
tion. This support requirement is eliminated,
however, if a taxpayer is at least 25 years of
age during the taxable year and has not been a
Look like snow? Wondering if
full-time student for at least 4 years since age
your school will be closed toIn the lead story in the last
21. Thus, income-averaging will not be lost solely
morrow?
because of unemployment.
issue of EQUIT AS, it was stated
When you wake up, turn first to
Income averaging gives across-the-board
relief.
that the Student Bar Association
WNEW / 1130 on your AM radio
It is used by attorneys, accountants, real estate
was organized in 1969. This
dial for complete snow informabrokers and executives,
as well as by actors,
statement is not quite accurate.
tion on your school, as well as
authors, athletes,
etc. Averaging a pp lies genAn SBA was previously formed
other public, private and paroerally to all types of income with these excepin 1964. Technically, the new
SBA is only a reorganization of
chial schools and colleges in the
tions: (1) Long-term capital gains; (2) net intri-state area.
come from gift and inheritance property, if in
the one organized in 1964. Howexcess of $3000; (3) net wagering income. If
ever, creation of the present
When the weather's bad, turn
you have any of these types of income, certain
SBA was a result of diligent
first to:
adjustments
are necessary.
These are to be
student effort to write a comshown on Schedule G which is attached to Form
pletely new Constitution which
1040.
provided the Association with
METROMEDIA RADIO IN NEW YORK
When you can use averaging: First figure your
more extensive power to function effectively as a student orCOMPLETE SCHOOL CLOSING
average taxable income for the 4 preceding years
ganization.
CONDITIONS FROM 6~9 AM
and add 33 1/3% to that average. This is your
"base"
income. Then see if your income this
year is more than $3000 higher than base income •
If it is, you can average. To illustrate:
Say your ordinary taxable income for 1964-1967
was $3000, $5000, $7000 and $9000. That's a ~
$6000 average. Adding a third gives you a base
income of $8000. If 1968 income is more than
$ll,OOO,you can average.
•
How averaging works: In effect, you wind up
with a '68 tax equal to what you would have
paid if the '68 tax equal to what you would have •
paid if the '68 excess over base income had
been earned over 5 years. For example, using •
jlli,._
the figures above, assume in 1968 that you arrive
at a
$76000 taxable income. Base income is
only $8000, so you are entitled to average the
$68000 difference over 5 years. The following
is an illustration:
1/5 of $68000 averagable income
$13600
Plus base income
8000
Opposite Phone Co. anc/ Esso Station
Total
$21600
Tax (joint return '68 regular rate)
on $21600
$ 4892
Less tax on ($8000) base income
1380
Tax on 1/5 averagable income
$ 3512
Times 5 - tax on ave ragable income
$17560
Plus tax on base income
1380
'68 regular tax
$18940
Plus surcharge@ 7.5% (10% in 1969)
1421
'68 total tax
$20361

A I um n;
MAIL TO:

Judge Froessel Interview

BY MARVIN RINGER

The Tax Reform Act of 1969 (HR13270) is a
sweeping and comprehensive reform of what has
been described as an inequitable and prejudicial
system of taxation favoring the rich with many
"no tax" loopholes. The present income tax law,
enacted some 50 years ago, was then considered
sufficient to cover most areas of taxation. However,
through the years, certain segments of the population have been able to gain superior tax advantages through sophisticated income maneuvering.
A pertinent example would be those 154 very
favored persons, each having an adjusted gross
income over $200,000, who paid no income tax
at all!
It should be emphasized that although the tax
reform bill will tighten the application of existing and proposed laws, the most important effect
of the bill is to remove the general hardships
artd inequities in the- present law. It is expected
that close to
million low-income taxpayers
will be removed from the tax rolls, largely due:
to a new low-income allowance provision which,
in effect, gives additional tax exempt income to
low-income families.
For example, Mr. X and his wife have two
children. Under the existing law, using the minimum standard deducation, his total exempt income would be $3,000, which is made up of
$2,400 for personal exemptions (number of exemptions - 4 X 600 per exemption) and a $600
minimum standard deduction ($200 plus $100 per
exemption). Under the new low-income allowance features, the same $2 ,400 would still be
taken as personal exemptions, but a $1,100 low
income allowance would be usedtnstead of the
$600 standard deduction, resulting
in a total
exempt income of $3,500 - a gain of $500 of
tax exempt income over the old law.
The original standard deduction was introduced
in 1944 to reduce the complexities of itemizing.
However, the percentage of users has decreased
from 82% to 58% due to rising costs and salaries.
The new bill would increase the 10% standard
~duction to 15% and would raise the ceiling from
die present $1,000 to $2 ,000 by 1972. As for 1970,
there would be a 13% standard deduction with a
ceiling of $1,400 and in 1971 there would be a 14%
standard deduction with a ceiling of $1,700.
Under the present law, individual tax rates vary
from a low of 14% to a maximum of 70%. The bill
proposes to reduce the tax rates by at least 5%
or more in every category by 1972. The new rates
would vary from a minimum of 13% to a maximum
of 65%. Although the tax rates have been reduced,
the 5% income tax surcharge, lowered from 10%,
has been extended through June 30, 1970. Nevertheless, this still results in a tax saving, as only
2.5% would be applicable to the tax year 1970.
The present maximum tax on earned income is
7CJ% for income in excess of $100,000. The bill
proposes to reduce this amount to 50% under
the belief that there no longer will be a motivation for tax avoidance by top bracket taxpayers
who intentionally engage in unprofitable activities or convert what otherwise would be earned
income to capital gains for the purpose of obtaining the lower tax on such capital gains.
The old "head of household" classification would
be re-classified
as "the intermediate tax rate
schedule". The rates between the two schedules
would be approximately the same, but in addition
to previously covered parties,
single persons
over the age of 35 would now be included.
The lower joint return rates will be permitted
to be used by surviving spouses where a child
is under 19 or a full-time student. This provision extends the present two-year surviving spouse
provision.
The holding period for Iong term capital gains
and losses will remain at six months, although
there was considerable pressure to have this time
extended to 011e year. However, since long term
capital gains are only taxed as ordinary income
at a rate of 50%, the bill proposes that only 50%
of the long term capital loss, in contrast to the
-
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HR13270--Reform?
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